TRUTH OR

CONSEQUENCES

The Name

“Hello there! We've been waiting for
you”. These words were used by
Ralph Edwards to open his Truth or
Consequences shows which began in
1940. Little did the residents of the
town of Hot Springs, New Mexico,
realize how important these words
would become to them. During a
Truth or Consequences show in late
1949, Edwards made an
announcement that the show was
seeking a city to change its name to
Truth or Consequences. This was
meant to be a stunt to celebrate the
10" anniversary of the very popular,
family oriented, humorous show.
Edwards promised the anniversary
show would be broadcast from the
chosen city and a group of national
pressmen would cover the name
change, thus giving the city
nationwide publicity.

Edwards and his staff received letters
of interest from several U.S. cities, the

most interesting one being from Hot
Springs, New Mexico. The shows
producer, Ed Bailey, traveled to Hot
Springs to interview the townspeople,
elected officials, and State Senator
Burton Roach.

He subsequently reported to Edwards
that the town centered around the hot
mineral baths, which benefitted
thousands of sufferers from
rheumatism and arthritis. He further
reported on the rehabilitation of
crippled children from all over New
Mexico at Carrie Tingley Orthopedic
Hospital. In the opinion of Edwards
and his staff, this city was the one.
Edwards stated, “Like the show, the
city had the inclination and the place
for recreation, and the desire and
means of helping one's fellow man."
Edwards was one of the country's
foremost fundraisers for organizations
that helped “one’s fellow man®. He
raised millions for the March of
Dimes, the American Heart
Association, and the American
Cancer Society. He helped build
hospital wings and schools.

The final decision however, was leftto
the residents of Hot Springs. It was
put to them for a formal vote March

31, 1950, with the vote being 1,294 to
295 in favor of the change. On April
1, 1950, the first Truth or
Consequences Fiesta was staged
with some 10,000 people in
attendance. The Truth or
Consequences radio show was
broadcast over NBC to the entire
United States. A large parade was
held with Sheriff's posses and groups
from all over New Mexico
participating.

This was the beginning of the unique
relationship between a man and a
town. Even though the agreement
was to be for one year, Mr. Edwards
made the trip each year for the fiesta.
He did so from 1950 to 2000 - fifty
years. The town was to vote two
more times on the name, and each
time the residents voted to keep it.

Each year the town still celebrates.
The Miss Fiesta contest, golf
tournament, and Qld Time Fiddlers
contest lead up to the first weekend in
May. Then a parade, show, and many
festivities throughout the town to
celebrate the name and the changes
that came to the town through the
friendship of Ralph Edwards.






